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Abstract

The study of Vincentian spirituality and charism requires a structured methodological approach
incorporating historical, theological, and pastoral perspectives. Recognizing the challenge of
integrating diverse Vincentian scholarship, this paper explores key research methods in
Vincentian Studies and their role in addressing contemporary challenges. The 2022 General
Assembly in Rome emphasized the urgent need to revitalize the Vincentian charism, calling for
renewed formation, collaboration, and fidelity to the mission. As the Congregation of the Mission
celebrates its 400th anniversary (1625-2025), historical research uncovers its foundational vision,
theological reflection deepens its spiritual insights, and pastoral application ensures its practical
relevance in serving the poor. This study highlights the necessity of global collaboration among
Vincentian scholars to enrich research and sustain the charism. Through rigorous methodology,
Vincentian Studies remains an evolving discipline that strengthens identity, mission, and
transformative engagement with the Church and society, ensuring its dynamic impact for
generations to come.

L'¢tude de la spiritualité et du charisme vincentiens requiert une approche méthodologique
structurée intégrant des perspectives historiques, théologiques et pastorales. Reconnaissant le défi
que représente l'intégration de diverses €tudes vincentiennes, cet article explore les principales
méthodes de recherche dans les études vincentiennes et leur réle dans la résolution des problémes
contemporains. L'Assemblée Générale de 2022 a Rome a souligné le besoin urgent de revitaliser
le charisme vincentien, appelant a une formation renouvelée, a la collaboration et a la fidélité a la
mission. Alors que la Congrégation de la Mission célébre son 400¢éme anniversaire (1625-2025),
la recherche historique met en lumiére sa vision fondatrice, la réflexion théologique approfondit
ses intuitions spirituelles et l'application pastorale assure sa pertinence pratique au service des
pauvres. Cette étude souligne la nécessité d'une collaboration globale entre les chercheurs
vincentiens pour enrichir la recherche et soutenir le charisme. Grace a une méthodologie
rigoureuse, les études vincentiennes restent une discipline en évolution qui renforce l'identité, la
mission et l'engagement transformateur avec I'Eglise et la société, garantissant son impact
dynamique pour les générations a venir.

El estudio de la espiritualidad y el carisma vicencianos requiere un enfoque metodolégico
estructurado que incorpore perspectivas historicas, teoldgicas y pastorales. Reconociendo el
desafio de integrar diversas erudiciones vicencianas, este documento explora los métodos de
investigacion clave en los estudios vicencianos y su papel para abordar los desafios
contemporaneos. La Asamblea General de 2022 en Roma enfatizé la urgente necesidad de
revitalizar el carisma vicenciano, pidiendo una formacion renovada, colaboracion y fidelidad a la
mision. Mientras la Congregacion de la Mision celebra su 400 aniversario (1625-2025), la
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investigacion historica descubre su vision fundacional, la reflexion teoldgica profundiza en sus
ideas espirituales y la aplicacion pastoral garantiza su relevancia practica al servicio de los pobres.
Este estudio destaca la necesidad de una colaboracion global entre los estudiosos vicencianos para
enriquecer la investigacion y mantener el carisma. A través de una metodologia rigurosa, los
estudios vicencianos siguen siendo una disciplina en evolucion que fortalece la identidad, la
mision y el compromiso transformador con la Iglesia y la sociedad, asegurando su impacto
dinamico para las generaciones venideras.

Keywords: Methods, Perspective, History, Vincentian Charism

1. Introduction
The study of Vincentian spirituality and charism necessitates a structured
methodological approach that consists of historical, theological, and pastoral
perspectives. Realizing the challenge of fairly acknowledging all authors of Vincentian
studies in all languages of the CM, I propose this paper that overviews the key methods
in Vincentian Studies, demonstrating their relevance in addressing contemporary
challenges and fostering a deeper understanding of the Vincentian charism'. The General
Assembly of 2022 in Rome emphasized the urgent need to revitalize the Vincentian
charism in today’s world, calling for a renewed commitment to formation, collaboration,
and creative fidelity to the mission®. In response, this study examines how historical
research, theological reflection, and pastoral application serve as essential tools in this

revitalization process.

As the Congregation of the Mission celebrates its 400th anniversary (1625-2025),
there is an urgent need to reexamine Vincent de Paul’s foundational vision in light of
contemporary realities. The historical method uncovers the roots of the Vincentian
tradition, the theological method deepens our understanding of its spiritual and doctrinal
foundations, and the pastoral method evaluates its practical implementation in service to
the poor.

Moreover, the revitalization of the Vincentian charism requires global
collaboration among Vincentian writers or researchers. A network of Vincentian
writers” worldwide can contribute to a richer, more comprehensive study of Vincentian
heritage and its application in diverse cultural contexts. This paper highlights the
necessity of such collaboration in strengthening Vincentian studies and ensuring that the
Vincentian mission continues to respond effectively to the needs of the poor in today’s
rapidly changing world. By fostering dialogue and shared research efforts, Vincentian

!' T am deeply indebted to Fr. Robert Maloney, CM, for his willingness to read and review this article. His
insightful feedback and deep reflections are truly valuable in enriching this study. I greatly appreciate his
attention and dedication in supporting a deeper understanding of the Vincentian charism.

2 Superior General, Fr. Tomaz Mavri¢, CM’s Reflection for the 2022 General Assembly: "Our Vincentian
vocation calls us to deepen our relationship with Christ, who is present in the poor and marginalized.
Inspired by St. Vincent, we are sent to serve with humility, simplicity, meekness, charity, mortification,
and zeal for souls. The challenges of today’s world—conflict, inequality, and spiritual poverty—demand a
renewed missionary zeal. We must embrace collaboration, listening, and synodality to respond effectively.
Let us rekindle our passion for the mission and revitalize our Vincentian charism, trusting in Divine
Providence and the transforming power of the Gospel. May the Holy Spirit guide us as we continue the
journey of evangelization and service to those most in need" (Mavri¢ 2022).
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writers can play a crucial role in preserving, renewing, and transmitting the charism for
future generations.

The fruits of Vincentian Studies done particularly by scholars/researchers and
confreres of the French, English, Spanish, Italian speaking countries, serve as a new
energy of renewal for the Congregation of the Mission by deepening its identity,
revitalizing its mission, and fostering creative fidelity to the charism of St. Vincent de
Paul®. Through historical research, theological reflection, and pastoral application, these
studious confreres reconnect the Congregation with its roots while providing fresh
insights for contemporary challenges. This renewal is not merely intellectual but
transformative, inspiring members to embrace their vocation with greater zeal and
adaptability. The fruits of the Vincentian studies guide formation, mission strategies, and
collaboration, ensuring that Vincentian spirituality and charism remain a dynamic force
in the Church and society of the past, today, and tomorrow.

2. Methods in Vincentian Studies

Methodology refers to a systematic, theoretical framework and set of procedures
used to conduct research, reflection, or achieve a specific historical, theological or
pastoral goal. It involves the principles, tools, and techniques that guide how data is
collected, analyzed, and interpreted. Methodology is crucial for maintaining rigor,
objectivity, and credibility in any study or reflection or narration, as it provides a clear
roadmap for achieving objectives and addressing challenges and or coping with problems.

The methodology in Vincentian Studies is deeply rooted in historical, theological,
and pastoral approaches, seeking to understand, perceive, and apply the charism of St.
Vincent de Paul in contemporary contexts. The methodology ensures that Vincentian
Studies remains an evolving discipline, deeply connected to historical roots, theological
reflection, and practical service to the poor. It is grounded and embedded in the charism
of the Holy Founder emphasizing practical charity, spiritual depth, and systematic
reflection. It combines historical, theological, and pastoral approaches to explore the
Vincentian tradition and its relevance today. A variety of methods in Vincentian studies:

Historical-Critical e This method examines primary sources, including

Approach the letters, conferences, and writings of St. Vincent
de Paul and other Vincentian figures.

e [t contextualizes Vincentian thought and practices
within the socio-political and ecclesial realities of
17th-century France.

e Comparative analysis with later Vincentian
developments helps trace the evolution of the

* The Vincentian identity has continually evolved to address global challenges while remaining rooted in
St. Vincent de Paul’s charism. Before 2000, Vincentians emphasized direct service to the poor, clergy
formation, missions, and systemic change. By 2004 (we may see in publication of Vincentiana of 2004 and
beyond), they began engaging more with systemic change (Maloney and et alii. 2008), social justice, human
rights, and interreligious dialogue. Today, in 2025, Vincentians navigate social media’s influence on human
relationships and global political shifts, advocating for digital evangelization, ecological justice, and ethical
leadership. This transformation ensures that Vincentians remain prophetic voices, adapting to societal
changes while staying faithful to their mission of charity, solidarity, and advocacy for the marginalized.
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Vincentian charism, its expansion in the mission
beyond France or Europe.

Spiritual-Theological
Reflection

Vincentian Studies employs a theological lens,
drawing from scripture, Catholic social teaching,
and patristic influences on Vincent’s thought.
Themes such as the preferential option for the poor,
mission, charity, and incarnational spirituality are
explored to shape contemporary pastoral
responses.

Pastoral-Theological
Methods

A key Vincentian approach is practical theology,
which integrates theological reflection with
concrete pastoral action.

This involves studying Vincentian institutions,
social service models, and grassroots ministry to
assess their relevance today.

The "See-Judge-Act" method is often applied,
ensuring that Vincentian engagement remains
responsive to modern socio-economic challenges.

Contextual-Theological
Approach

A contextual approach emphasizes engaging
theology, history, and pastoral practice within
specific cultural, social, and economic realities.
Inspired by Saint Vincent de Paul’s method of
reading the “signs of the times”, this approach
seeks to incarnate Vincentian values—charity,
justice, and solidarity—into local and global
contexts. It involves listening to the poor, analyzing
societal structures, and responding with concrete
action. This method ensures that Vincentian
spirituality remains relevant, transformative, and
responsive to contemporary challenges, fostering a
faith that serves, liberates, and empowers in every
unique context.

Comparative-
Interdisciplinary
Approach

Vincentian methodology considers cross-cultural
applications, examining how the Vincentian
charism is adapted in various global settings.

It encourages comparative studies between
Vincentian communities and other religious
traditions to enhance interfaith and ecumenical
dialogue.

Spiritual Formation

Vincentian studies emphasize personal and
communal spiritual formation. Through prayer,
retreats, and reflection, participants are invited to
internalize the Vincentian spirit of humility,
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simplicity, meekness, mortification, and zeal for
souls.

e Priestly formation is rooted in the spirituality and
mission of Saint Vincent de Paul, emphasizing
service to the poor, pastoral charity, and
community life*. It integrates human, spiritual,
intellectual, and pastoral dimensions, forming
priests who are compassionate, mission-oriented,
and deeply committed to social justice. Formation
includes theological education, spiritual direction,
and pastoral immersion, ensuring a holistic
development of Vincentian values. Through
prayer, community life, and hands-on ministry,
candidates are shaped into humble servants and
evangelizers, following Saint Vincent’s legacy of
Christ-centered,  people-oriented  priesthood
dedicated to the Church.

3. Historical Research

Historical research in Vincentian Studies seeks to understand the origins,
development, and impact of St. Vincent de Paul's charism within different historical
contexts. It employs critical historical methodologies to analyze primary sources, trace
Vincentian thought, and assess its influence on Church and society®. The historical
research includes:

4 Delgado Rubio, 2005; Ginete, 2005; Iswandir & Riyanto, 2021; O’Donnell CM, 2005; Sens, 1987.

5 The contributions of historians such as Louis Abelly, Pierre Coste, André Dodin, José Maria Roman,
Luigi Mezzadri, John E. Rybolt, and Robert P. Maloney have been fundamental in shaping Vincentian
studies and preserving the legacy of St. Vincent de Paul and the Vincentian Family. Louis Abelly (1603—
1691) wrote the first official biography of Vincent, La Vie de Saint Vincent de Paul (1664), which
established an early narrative of his life and mission. Pierre Coste (1873—1935) provided the most
authoritative and critical edition of Vincent’s letters, conferences, and documents in Saint Vincent de Paul:
Correspondence, Conferences, Documents, offering an indispensable resource for scholars. André Dodin
(1919-1996) deepened the theological and spiritual interpretation of Vincentian thought on mission and
charity, focusing on its pastoral implications. Jos¢ Maria Roman (1929-2009) wrote Saint Vincent de Paul:
A Biography, presenting a modern, historically grounded account of Vincent’s life. Luigi Mezzadri
contributed to the study of the Congregation of the Mission’s development, while John E. Rybolt (b. 1943)
compiled The Vincentians: A General History of the Congregation of the Mission (multi-volumes), a global
and chronological analysis of Vincentian history. Robert P. Maloney, former Superior General, has written
extensively on Vincentian spirituality and systemic change, linking historical insights with contemporary
social concerns. Their collective expertise has ensured that Vincentian spirituality remains historically
accurate, theologically rich, and pastorally relevant. Edward Udovic highlighted the pivotal role of Jean-
Baptiste Etienne in restoring the Congregation of the Mission (CM) after the French Revolution. Etienne
revitalized Vincentian identity, reestablished missions, expanded seminaries, and reinforced Vincentian
spirituality, ensuring the Congregation’s survival and growth in the 19th century, profoundly shaping
Vincentian studies (Coste 1987, 1931; José-Maria CM. Roman 1987; Mezzadri and Roman 2009; Abelly
1993; Maloney 2019; J. E. CM. Rybolt 2009; Udovic 1997).
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a. Primary Source Analysis

Historical research relies on authentic writings of St. Vincent de Paul, St. Louise
de Marillac, and other key Vincentian figures. These include letters, conferences,
and foundational documents of the Congregation of the Mission and the Daughters
of Charity. Archives from Vincentian institutions, Church documents, and
governmental records provide further historical evidence.

b. Contextualization of Vincentian History

Researchers study the historical, social, and religious context of 17th-century
France, where the Vincentian charism emerged. This includes understanding the
challenges of poverty, war, and religious divisions that shaped their work and
inspired their response to the needs of the poor.

Historical research explores how the Vincentian mission evolved, including its
expansion beyond France into Europe, Asia, Africa, Oceania, and the Americas.
Vincentian studies often involve extensive archival research, exploring
documents preserved by the Congregation of the Mission, the Daughters of
Charity, and other Vincentian organizations. These archives provide valuable
insights into the growth and spread of the Vincentian mission worldwide. This
research investigates Vincentian engagement with social movements, education,
healthcare, and missionary work over different centuries.

c. Historiographical Methods

Researchers use textual criticism, comparative history, and archival research to
ensure accuracy in interpreting historical events. Historians critically interpret
sources to distinguish between historical facts and later interpretations or legends.
This ensures an accurate and nuanced understanding of Vincentian history and
spirituality. Oral histories and biographies of Vincentian missionaries contribute
to a broader understanding of lived Vincentian experiences.

d. Application to Contemporary Vincentian Studies

Historical research helps reinterpret Vincentian values in modern contexts,
providing insights into how the Vincentian charism can address today’s social
challenges®. It also examines the long-term impact of the Vincentian charism,
tracing how its principles and practices have been adapted and applied across
different cultures and eras. This includes studying the contributions of key figures
and the development of Vincentian institutions.

It supports the formation of Vincentian leadership, theological reflection, and
social advocacy based on historical wisdom. By uncovering the historical roots of
the Vincentian charism, researchers highlight its enduring relevance for
addressing contemporary issues such as poverty, inequality, and social justice.
Through historical research, Vincentian Studies preserves its heritage while

6 Mezzadri CM, 1977, 1987; Perez Flores CM, 1987; Winsen CM, 1987b, 1987a.
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continuously engaging with new pastoral and theological realities, ensuring that
St. Vincent’s mission remains alive and relevant today.

Historical research in Vincentian studies is a foundational methodology that seeks
to understand the origins, development, and impact of the Vincentian charism through
the examination of primary and secondary sources. It provides a deeper appreciation of
the lives, works, and spiritual insights of St. Vincent de Paul, and his collaborators’. The
areas of historical research in Vincentian studies:

Biographical o Louis Abelly (1664) — La Vie du Vénérable Serviteur de
writings of Saint Dieu, Vincent de Paul (The first major biography written
Vincent de Paul® shortly after Vincent’s death by Bishop Louis Abelly, a

close contemporary; Provides detailed accounts of
Vincent’s work and spirituality but is sometimes
hagiographic.)

e Juan del Santisimo — Sacramento: Vida del venerable
siervo de Dios Vicente de Paul... (Napoles, De Bonis,
1701) 12+572 pags.

e Pierre Collet (1748) — La Vie de Saint Vincent de Paul
instituteur de la Congrégation de la Mission et des Filles
de la Charité (A revision and extension of Abelly’s
work, offering a more structured historical approach.)

e Michel Ulysse Maynard (1860s) — Saint Vincent de
Paul: Sa vie, son temps, ses ceuvres, son influence (A
historical and contextual study, linking Vincent’s
mission to the political and social realities of France.)

e Pierre Coste, CM (1920-1925) — Saint Vincent de Paul:
Correspondence, Conferences, Documents (The most
influential biographical work, based on extensive
archival research. A three-volume collection that
remains the primary scholarly source on Vincent’s life
(Vincent de Paul 2003).

e José Herrera y Veremundo Pardo: San Vicente de
Paul. Biografia y seleccion de escritos (Madrid, BAC,
1950) X + 908 pags.

e André Dodin, C.M., a renowned Vincentian scholar,
wrote "Vincent de Paul et la Charit¢" (Vincent de Paul
and Charity), published in 1960. This work is a thematic
biography of Saint Vincent de Paul, emphasizing his
charitable mission and its theological and social
implications.

7 Mezzadri CM & Romén CM, 2009; Roman CM, 1984, 1987, 1999; Roman, 1999; J. E. Rybolt, 2009;
Udovic CM, 1993, 1997. Edward R. Udovic, CM (1956-2020) Udovic’s works, such as Vincent de Paul
and the Development of Modern Catholicism, provided deep insights into Vincent’s legacy, ensuring its
relevance for contemporary scholarship and ministry within the Vincentian Family.

8 Vicente de Patil es uno de los santos mas frecuentemente biografiados - hasta unas 1.500 veces - por
autores diferentes. No siempre la calidad corre pareja con la cantidad. Mucha de esa literatura es produccion
ocasional, destinada a la divulgacion entre publicos de muy diversas exigencies (Jos¢ Maria Roman,
VICENTE DE PAUL. BIOGRAFIA, 1981, INTRODUCCION).
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e José Maria Roman, CM (1981) — St. Vincent de Paul:
A Biography (A modern, readable, and well-researched
biography, balancing spirituality and historical
criticism.)

e Luigi Mezzadri, C.M., wrote a short biography of Saint
Vincent de Paul titled: "Saint Vincent de Paul: His Life
and Works" This biography provides a concise yet
insightful overview of Vincent’s life, mission, and
spiritual legacy (Mezzadri 2024).

e Bernard Pujo (2000) — Vincent de Paul: The
Trailblazer (A contemporary perspective, connecting
Vincent’s mission to modern social issues.)

e Jean Morin, CM (2010s) — New Historical Approaches
to St. Vincent de Paul

History of the The history of the congregation is marked by its expansion,
Congregation of adaptation, and contributions to missionary work, clergy
the Mission formation, and service to the poor worldwide.’

1. Foundation and Early Years (1625-1660)

e 1625: Saint Vincent de Paul, along with a small group of
priests, formally established the Congregation of the
Mission to evangelize the rural poor and improve
clergy formation.

e 1633: Vincent established the Motherhouse of the
Vincentians at Saint-Lazare in Paris.

e 1640s-1650s: The congregation expanded beyond
France, with missions in Italy, Poland, North Africa,
and Madagascar.

e 1658: Vincent gave the Common Rules to the
congregation, shaping its identity and mission.

e 1660: Saint Vincent de Paul passed away, leaving behind
a thriving missionary congregation.

2. Expansion and Global Missions (17th—19th Century)

e Late 1600s: The Vincentians spread across Europe and
began missions in China and the Middle East.

e 1737: Saint Vincent de Paul was canonized,
strengthening the congregation’s influence.

® Luigi Mezzadri CM, José Maria Roman CM, and John Rybolt CM made significant contributions to
documenting the history of the Congregation of the Mission through multi-volume works. Mezzadri and
Roman provided a detailed historical account from Vincent de Paul’s time, emphasizing key developments
and challenges. Rybolt further expanded this effort with his comprehensive History of the Congregation of
the Mission, offering in-depth research on missions, critical analysis, and historical insights of the
provinces. Their works remain foundational for understanding the Vincentian legacy, mission expansion,
and adaptation across different periods, enriching Vincentian studies and guiding contemporary Vincentian
identity and mission. Alison Forrestal also made contribution to the history of the CM and its impacts
(Forrestal 2017).
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e 19th Century: Under the leadership of Jean-Baptiste
Etienne (Superior General, 1843-1874), the
congregation expanded significantly to the Americas,
Asia, and Africa.

e Vincentians became involved in seminaries,
university education, and pastoral missions
worldwide. Expansion to the Americas took place
earlier than Etienne. The Italian CMs left for the USA
in 1816 and the mission became a Province in 1835.

3. Challenges and Renewals (20th Century — Present)

e French Revolution (1789-1799): Many Vincentian
houses were suppressed, but the Congregation survived
and rebuilt.

e Post-Vatican II Renewal (1960s—1970s): The C.M.
redefined its mission, emphasizing justice, peace, and
preferential service to the poor.

e Modern Expansion: Vincentians continue serving in
over 90 countries, working in education, pastoral care,
social justice, and theological research.

e Vincentian families and their efforts of collaboration to
more effectively render services to the poor.

o Digital Evangelization & Vincentian Studies: The
Congregation now engages in academic research,
historical studies, and theological reflections on
Vincentian spirituality.

e The history of the C.M. highlights its commitment to
the Gospel, innovative missionary efforts, and
ongoing adaptation to global challenges.

History of the The study of local Vincentian history focuses on the
provinces (Local establishment, development, and mission of the Congregation of
history) the Mission (C.M.) and the Daughters of Charity (D.C.) in

different regions worldwide!®. This research provides insights

10 This is just an example of the Vincentian expansion. The Congregation of the Mission (CM) expanded
into the Netherlands in the 19th century, establishing seminaries, parishes, and mission houses to support
Vincentian formation and pastoral work (Dorssers et al. 2003). Dutch Vincentians later played a crucial
role in missionary efforts abroad, particularly in Indonesia. In the early 20th century, the CM missionaries
from the Netherlands arrived in Indonesia, focusing on evangelization, education, and social services. They
established seminaries, schools, and pastoral initiatives, significantly shaping the Indonesian Catholic
Church. Their mission work contributed to the growth of local clergy and the indigenization of Vincentian
spirituality within Indonesian culture and society (Dorssers et al., 2003; Groetelaars, 2014b, 2014a;
Riyanto, 2023b, 2023a; J. E. Rybolt, 2009). The Vincentian expansion spread globally, beginning in
Europe, where the Congregation of the Mission strengthened seminaries and pastoral missions. In China,
missionaries arrived in the 17th century, focusing on evangelization and education (Ferreux 1963). In India
and the Philippines, Vincentians contributed to clergy formation and social outreach (Dela Goza and
Cavanna 1985). In Africa, they established missions for evangelization and charity. In Latin America,
Vincentians played a key role in pastoral care and social justice. In North America, they founded
seminaries, universities, and parishes (J. CM. Rybolt 1988). In Oceania, Vincentians supported indigenous
communities through education and mission work, fostering the Church’s growth across the Pacific region.
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into how Vincentian spirituality and works of charity adapted to
various cultural, political, and ecclesial contexts over time.

1. Foundations and Early Expansion

The Congregation of the Mission, founded in 1625 by Saint
Vincent de Paul, first expanded in France, then across Italy,
Poland, Madagascar, Algeria, Spain, and China by the late 17th
century. These early provinces were crucial in training priests,
serving the poor, and organizing missions. The Daughters of
Charity, established in 1633, also spread alongside the C.M. to
support charitable works.

2. Growth and Adaptation in Different Regions

Each Vincentian province has a unique history, shaped by local
challenges and needs. For example:

Asia: Vincentians arrived in China in the 17th century,
contributing to missionary efforts despite persecution; in the
Philippines (19™ century), Vincentians for clergy formations in
seminaries; in Indonesia (20" century), to evangelize the
indigenous, Chinese, and Europeans.

Latin America: Provinces like Colombia, Mexico, Brazil, and
others played key roles in education and social justice
initiatives.

North America: The Vincentians established seminaries,
universities (e.g., St. John’s University, DePaul University,
Niagara University), and charitable institutions.

Africa: The 19th and 20th centuries saw Vincentians engaging
in evangelization, healthcare, and education, adapting to post-
colonial realities.

3. Impact and Contributions

Studying local Vincentian history helps writers understand:
How Vincentian charism evolved in different historical periods;
The role of Vincentians in shaping Catholic education, mission
work, and social services; The responses of local provinces to
contemporary pastoral and social challenges.

History of the The history of Vincentian figures is a study of the key
Vincentian individuals who shaped, expanded, and embodied the
Figures Vincentian mission through their leadership, service, sacrifices

10 | Studia Vincentiana Vol. 3 No. 1 (March, 2025)




in the mission'!, and spiritual contributions. These figures
include Saint Vincent de Paul’s early collaborators, his
successors, and notable members of the Vincentian Family who
made a significant impact worldwide. Each Vincentian figure
contributed uniquely to the growth of the Vincentian mission,
whether through pastoral work, social action, theological
reflection, or historical research.

History of the The history of Vincentian seminaries is rooted in St. Vincent de
Vincentian Paul's vision of forming clergy dedicated to both priestly
seminaries / holiness and service to the poor. Since the 17th century, the
mission Congregation of the Mission (C.M.) established seminaries

worldwide, shaping generations of priests. In France, Italy,
Spain, and the Netherlands, Vincentians played key roles in
theological education. Expansion continued in Asia (China, the
Philippines, India, and Indonesia!?), Africa, USA, and the Latin
Americas, with seminaries fostering pastoral, spiritual, and
academic formation. Their approach emphasized practical
mission training, inculturation, and community service, ensuring
that priests remain faithful to Vincentian spirituality while
responding to contemporary pastoral needs.

History of the The Vincentian Family, based in St. Vincent de Paul’s charism,
Vincentian family | embraces a Synodal Church through its commitment to
collaboration, dialogue, and shared mission. Since the 17th
century, the Congregation of the Mission, Daughters of Charity,
and lay branches have expanded globally, fostering co-
responsibility and participation in serving the poor. Inspired by
synodality, Vincentians emphasize listening, discernment, and
communal decision-making. Across continents, Vincentian

' During the Japanese occupation of Indonesia (1942-1945), Vincentian missionaries faced immense
suffering, as documented in Memoria Passionis by Armada Riyanto et al. Many were imprisoned in
concentration camps, enduring starvation, forced labor, and harsh conditions. Their sacrifices reflected
Christ’s Passion, embodying self-giving love and unwavering faith. Despite persecution, they continued
their pastoral mission in secret, offering spiritual support to fellow prisoners. Some died as martyrs, leaving
a legacy of faith and resilience. Memoria Passionis emphasizes their suffering as a testimony to Vincentian
spirituality—living Christ’s mission amidst suffering for the sake of the poor and the Church (A. Riyanto
et al. 2023; Prager 1995)

12 The Indonesian Province of the Congregation of the Mission remains dedicated to priestly formation as
Saint Vincent loved, not only for its own candidates but also for diocesan and other religious seminarians.
It leads one of the largest Vincentian-led philosophy and theology institutions worldwide—Widya Sasana
School of Philosophy Theology in Malang, Eastern Java, Indonesia. Additionally, the Indonesian Province
also serves at Holy Name of Mary Seminary in the Solomon Islands. With over 550 students, these
institutions provide rigorous intellectual, spiritual, and pastoral formation, embodying Vincentian values in
preparing future priests for service in the Church. This commitment reflects the Vincentian charism of
education and evangelization. Widya Sasana School of Philosophy Theology which was founded by the
Vincentians and Carmelites educates seminarians from nearly one-third of Indonesia’s dioceses and around
nine religious congregations. It offers undergraduate, master’s, and doctoral programs in theology,
providing comprehensive priestly formation (FX. E. A. Riyanto 2020). The institution plays a crucial role
in philosophical and theological education and pastoral training for the Indonesian Church.
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groups engage in pastoral care, education, and social justice,
embodying a Church of encounter that empowers the
marginalized and promotes unity in diversity.!

4. Theological-Spiritual Reflection

Theological-spiritual reflection in Vincentian Studies is a method of deepening
the understanding of St. Vincent de Paul’s charism by integrating theological inquiry with
spiritual experience and pastoral action. It seeks to interpret and apply Vincentian values,
especially charity, mission, and service to the poor—within contemporary theological and
social contexts.

By engaging in theological-spiritual reflection, Vincentian Studies ensures that its
mission remains Christ-centered, theologically grounded, and responsive to the needs of
the poor in today’s world!#. It is a dynamic process that integrates theological inquiry
with spiritual discernment, rooted in the charism of St. Vincent de Paul and St. Louise de
Marillac. It seeks to deepen understanding of the Vincentian mission and spirituality
while fostering personal and communal transformation. This reflection addresses
contemporary challenges, such as poverty, inequality, and environmental justice, through
the lens of Vincentian spirituality. It inspires creative and courageous responses to the
signs of the times. Theological-spiritual reflection is a transformative process that bridges
faith and action, enriches personal and communal spirituality, and inspires a renewed
commitment to serving the poor'>. This reflection includes:

13" Andrés Motto, CM, and Robert Maloney, CM, have deepened the historical understanding of the
Vincentian Family through their scholarly contributions. Motto, serving as the director of the International
Formation Center in Paris (CIF) and the Vincentian Pilgrimage Office, while also being the international
spiritual advisor for the Society of Saint Vincent de Paul (SSVP), recently published a book, Historia de la
Congregacion de la Mision y de la Familia Vicentina: Los Primeros Tiempos después de San Vicente
(1660-1703), June 2024 (Spanish Edition); he has explored the spirituality, mission, and pastoral impact of
St. Vincent de Paul, emphasizing the relevance of Vincentian principles in today’s world (Motto 2024).
Maloney, a former Superior General, has extensively written on Vincentian history, governance, and
systemic change, highlighting the Family’s evolution and global outreach. Both have enriched Vincentian
studies by linking historical insights with contemporary challenges, fostering a deeper appreciation of
Vincentian identity, and promoting unity and collaboration among the branches of the Vincentian Family
worldwide (Maloney 2018a, 1992, 1997, 1995).

14 Fr. Felix Javier Pérez Flores, CM has played a pivotal role in Vincentian studies, particularly in the areas
of Vincentian spirituality, history, and mission. As a historian and theologian, he has extensively researched
and written about St. Vincent de Paul, the Congregation of the Mission, and the Vincentian charism. His
works provide deep insights into the spiritual and missionary identity of Vincentians, emphasizing their
commitment to the poor. His scholarship helps modern Vincentians reinterpret their heritage in
contemporary contexts, ensuring the ongoing relevance of St. Vincent’s vision. His dedication strengthens
historical consciousness and renewal within the Vincentian family (Pérez Florez 1984; Pérez Flores 1987;
Perez Flores 1987; Alvarez 2014; Campuzano 2024; Sens 2000; Koch 2008)

15 Fr. Danny Franklin Pilario, CM, contributes to Vincentian studies by contextualizing Vincentian charism
through theology from the rough ground and social analysis. His work integrates St. Vincent de Paul's
legacy with contemporary social issues, emphasizing grassroots theologizing, structural injustice, and the
preferential option for the poor, making Vincentian theology relevant today (Pilario 2005, 1994).
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a. Biblical and Theological Foundations

Vincentian spirituality is deeply rooted in scripture, particularly passages
emphasizing Christ’s mission to the poor (Luke 4:18-19) and the call to
serve the least (Matthew 25:31-46).

It engages with Catholic social teaching, patristic theology, and
Christology to explore how Vincentian spirituality aligns with the
Church’s broader mission.

b. Reflection on Vincentian Sources

The writings, conferences, and letters of St. Vincent de Paul and St. Louise
de Marillac provide a theological framework for understanding charity,
humility, and divine providence.

Reflection focuses on the spiritual insights of St. Vincent and St. Louise,
such as humility, simplicity, zeal, and trust in God’s will. These virtues
are examined not only as historical ideals but as living principles for
contemporary discipleship.

Reflection on these sources helps Vincentians today discern their
vocation, deepen their spiritual commitment, and engage in transformative
service.

c. Mysticism of Charity and Contemplation in Action

Vincentian spirituality integrates prayer and action, emphasizing that true
contemplation leads to effective service. Theological-spiritual reflection
explores the mysticism of charity, where love for God is expressed
through concrete acts of justice and compassion'®.

Through prayer, meditation, and examen, individuals are invited to
internalize Vincentian spirituality, allowing it to shape their attitudes,
values, and actions. This leads to a deeper commitment to the mission and
a more profound relationship with God.

d. Practical Application and Discernment

The “See-Judge-Act” method is often used, helping Vincentians analyze
social realities, reflect theologically, and take appropriate action.

It fosters pastoral discernment, guiding Vincentian institutions in mission
work, education, and advocacy for systemic change.

16 Fr. Giuseppe Toscani, CM and Thomas McKenna, CM provided invaluable insights into Vincentian
studies within their own characteristics, particularly in the area of Vincentian mysticism and prayer. They
explored the spiritual depth of St. Vincent de Paul, highlighting his mystical experience in action—a
mysticism deeply rooted in charity, service, and encounter with the poor. Toscani emphasized that
Vincent’s spirituality was not detached contemplation but a union with God through serving the
marginalized. Their studies have deepened the understanding of Vincentian mysticism as an apostolic,
Christ-centered path (Toscani 1987, 1986a, 1986b; T. CM. McKenna 2019; T. F. CM. McKenna 2015;
Albanesi 2016; Maloney 2018b), inspiring Vincentians to integrate prayer and mission in their daily lives,
ensuring their spirituality remains dynamic and transformative (Gutiérrez Zuiiiga, 2020).
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Themes of Reflection

These reflections explore how faith, charity, formation, and mission intersect in
the life of Vincentians. By deepening these reflections, Vincentians continue to engage
in transformative service, prayer, and formation in the spirit of Saint Vincent de Paul.
Below are key themes that shape Vincentian theological-spiritual reflection, including
Vincentian formation and mission:

1. Jesus Christ, the Evangelizer of the Poor

A. Vincentian Vincentian spirituality is centered on Christ as the
Spirituality and Mission model of evangelization. Following Christ means
proclaiming the Good News to the poor in both
word and action. Reflection on Christ’s mission,
as seen in Luke 4:18-19, guides Vincentian life!’.

2. Constitutions and Common Rules
Theological reflection on identity of the
Congregation of the Mission has to be based on
the Constitutions and Common Rules inherited by
Saint Vincent de Paul'®,

3. The Preferential Option for the Poor
A fundamental theme in Vincentian theology is
God’s special love for the poor. Vincentians
reflect on their call to be in solidarity with the
marginalized, addressing both spiritual and
material needs.

4. The Mysticism of Charity
Saint Vincent de Paul spoke of charity as the
mystical path to encountering God'. In
Vincentian spirituality, love of God is inseparable
from love of neighbor (Matthew 25:31-46).

5. Incarnational Spirituality
Inspired by the mystery of the Incarnation,
Vincentians recognize Christ’s presence in the
world, especially among the poor. This theme
encourages a deep engagement with human
suffering and hope.

17 Ibafiez, 1978; Toscani, 1986a.

18 Carlo Braga, Erminio Antonello, Perez Flores and others influenced particularly in the historical and
spiritual formation of the Congregation of the Mission. His meticulous research on Vincentian sources
helped preserve and interpret key texts, ensuring fidelity to St. Vincent de Paul's charism. Braga also
contributed to the study of Vincentian governance and formation, emphasizing the importance of faithful
adaptation to contemporary challenges while remaining rooted in the founder's mission of charity and
evangelization (Antonello, 2000; C. CM. Braga, 2000; A. CM. Elduayen, 2000; Perez Flores, 1987; Pérez
Flores, 1987).

1Y Dodin, 1968; Maloney, 2017; Toscani, 1986b, 1986a, 1987.
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6. Mission as a Response to the Cry of the Poor
Vincentians see mission as a concrete response to
real human needs?. Theological reflection
explores how Vincentian ministries can adapt to
changing social, economic, and political realities
to serve the poor effectively.

7. Integral Formation for Mission

B. Vincentian Formation Vincentian formation is not only academic but
and Discipleship also spiritual, pastoral, and communal. Reflection
focuses on preparing clergy, religious, and lay
people for lifelong mission.?!

8. The Role of the Laity in the Vincentian Mission
Saint Vincent recognized the importance of lay
collaboration in evangelization. Theological
reflections explore how lay Vincentians
participate in the Church’s mission and their
spiritual formation.

9. Community as a Source of Vincentian Spirituality
Mission is not an individual task; it is done in
community. Vincentian reflection emphasizes the
importance of fraternity, shared leadership, and
co-responsibility.

10. Theological Reflection on Leadership in the
Vincentian Tradition
Vincentian leadership is servant leadership.
Reflection on Saint Vincent, Saint Louise de
Marillac, and other Vincentian figures highlights
humility, wisdom, and pastoral care as key aspects
of leadership.

11. Prayer and Contemplation in Action
Vincentians embrace a balance between prayer
and action. Theological reflection examines how

20 Fr. Gerrard van Winsen, CM made contributions to Vincentian studies, particularly in the area of mission
ad gentes. His work emphasized the missionary spirit of St. Vincent de Paul, focusing on evangelization
among non-Christian communities. Van Winsen studied and documented the Vincentian missionary
approach, highlighting inculturation, pastoral adaptation, and social outreach. His research provided
valuable insights into the historical and theological dimensions of Vincentian missions, particularly in Asia
and Africa. Through his writings, he helped preserve the legacy of Vincentian missionary efforts, inspiring
future generations to continue the work of evangelization and service to the poor (van Winsen, 1984, 1987b,
1987a).

2! Pilario, 1994, 2005.
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C. Vincentian Prayer, prayer strengthens missionary zeal and social
Discernment, and engagement.
Spiritual Growth
12. Identity of the Vincentian
Vincentians have to response the challenges of the
times to renew identity remaining faithful to the
authentic charism of Saint Vincent de Paul?2.

13. Marian Devotion and Vincentian Spirituality
Mary, as the First Servant of the Poor, is a model

for Vincentians. Reflection on her humility, faith,
and missionary role inspires Vincentian service.?’

14. Vincentian Theology of Systemic Change

D. Vincentian Theology Beyond acts of charity, Vincentian theology calls
and Social for justice and systemic change. Reflection
Transformation focuses on structural transformation, advocacy,

and evangelization that uplift the poor.?*

15. Vincentian Ethics in a Globalized World

The modern world presents new challenges in
poverty, migration®>, and human rights.
Vincentian theological reflection considers how to
respond ethically and effectively in a globalized
context. “Virtue Ethics” is a much-discussed topic
today. St. Vincent could be a good 17th-century
example.

16. Interfaith and Intercultural Dialogue in the
Vincentian Mission
Today’s world requires collaboration across
religions and cultures. Vincentian reflection
explores how dialogue, respect, and common
action can build peace and justice.?

22 Elduayen, 2000; Sens, 2000.

2 Delgado, 2016; Renouard, 2006.

24 Maloney, 2012; Maloney & et alii., 2008; Turati, 2018.

% Orozco Ortigosa, 2024.

26 The Vincentian commitment to interreligious dialogue was emphasized in two key symposia: the 1999
gathering in Fatqa, Lebanon, and the 2011 meeting in Pacet, Indonesia. These events, documented in
Vincentiana, explored dialogue with Islam, focusing on fostering mutual respect, collaboration, and peace.
The 1999 symposium highlighted historical Vincentian engagement with Muslims (Danjou 2000), while
the 2011 symposium addressed contemporary challenges, particularly in multicultural societies. Both
reaffirmed the Vincentian mission of service and solidarity with the marginalized, emphasizing dialogue as
a path to understanding and social transformation. These reflections continue to shape Vincentian
approaches to interfaith engagement worldwide.
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5. Pastoral Approach

The pastoral approach in Vincentian Studies is a method of integrating faith,
charity, and service into concrete pastoral action, inspired by St. Vincent de Paul’s
mission to the poor. It emphasizes a practical, compassionate, and community-centered
approach to ministry, ensuring that theology is lived out in real-life service. The pastoral
approach focuses on the practical application of the Vincentian charism to address the
needs of individuals and communities, particularly the poor and marginalized. Through
this pastoral approach, Vincentian Studies fosters a spirituality of service, making
compassion, justice, and faith the heart of pastoral ministry. This approach is a dynamic,
action-oriented methodology that combines compassionate service with systemic change,
empowering individuals and communities to live with dignity and hope.

a. Incarnational and Christ-Centered Ministry

The Vincentian pastoral approach is rooted in the Incarnation, recognizing
Christ’s presence in the poor and marginalized (Matthew 25:31-46).
Pastoral ministry is not just about preaching or teaching but about
accompanying people in their struggles, as seen in Vincent de Paul’s
commitment to the poor, prisoners, and the sick.

b. Holistic and Transformative Service

It emphasizes integral human development, addressing the root causes of
poverty through education, healthcare, and systemic change.

The pastoral approach recognizes the multifaceted nature of poverty and
addresses it holistically. This includes not only meeting immediate needs
(food, shelter, healthcare) but also empowering individuals through
education, skills training, and advocacy for social justice.

c¢. Community-Based and Synodal Approach

Inspired by St. Vincent’s model of collaboration, the pastoral approach
values synodality, where clergy, religious, and laypeople work together.
Vincentian pastoral work emphasizes collaboration with local
communities, Vincentian Family branches, respecting their dignity and
involving them in decision-making. This participatory approach ensures
that solutions are sustainable and culturally relevant.

A key aspect of the pastoral approach is forming and empowering
laypeople, religious, and clergy to carry out the Vincentian mission. This
includes training in Vincentian spirituality, pastoral skills, and social
analysis.
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d. Preferential Option for the Poor

e The pastoral approach in Vincentian Studies follows the preferential
option for the poor, making ministry accessible, inclusive, and justice-
oriented.

e This includes advocacy, social work, and forming leaders who continue
Vincent’s mission in modern society.

e Atits core, the pastoral approach is about serving the poor with humility
and love. It involves direct engagement with marginalized communities,
providing material, emotional, and spiritual support. This reflects St.
Vincent’s belief that serving the poor is serving Christ Himself.

e. Pastoral Discernment and Adaptation

e Following St. Vincent’s practical wisdom, Vincentian pastoral care is
adaptive—responding to changing social realities with creative and
effective solutions.

e It employs pastoral theological reflection to ensure that ministry remains
faithful to the Gospel while relevant to contemporary needs. The pastoral
approach encourages ongoing reflection on the effectiveness of ministries
and openness to adapting strategies based on changing needs and contexts.

f. Pastoral Service to the Youth for a Culture of Vocation

Vincentian pastoral service to the youth is essential in fostering a culture of
vocation?’, where young people are encouraged to discern their calling in the
Church and society. Rooted in the spirituality of Saint Vincent de Paul, this
ministry emphasizes formation, accompaniment, and mission. By focusing on
these five areas, Vincentian youth ministry inspires and guides young people to
discern and live out their vocation in service to the Church and the poor. Here are
five key points:

e Holistic Formation of the Youth: Vincentian pastoral service provides
integral formation—spiritual, intellectual, emotional, and social. By
nurturing faith, moral values, and leadership skills, young people grow
into responsible disciples who serve the poor and discern their life’s
vocation.

e Accompaniment in Discernment: A culture of vocation requires ongoing
accompaniment. Vincentian pastoral workers engage in spiritual direction,
mentorship, and communal support to help young people discern their
call—whether to priesthood, religious life, lay ministry, or social service.

27 The Culture of Vocation within the Congregation of the Mission, as highlighted in Vincentiana (2018,
Vol. 62, No. 3), emphasizes fostering a vocational mindset rooted in mission and service. Authors like
Rolando Gutierrez CM, Vinicius CM, Zeracristos CM, and Eli Chaves dos Santos CM stress that a
Vincentian vocation is not just about recruitment but about cultivating a way of life inspired by St. Vincent
de Paul’s charism. This culture nurtures discernment, commitment, and missionary identity, ensuring that
every Vincentian—opriests, brothers, and lay collaborators—actively responds to God’s call. It reinforces
an ecclesial vision where vocations flourish in a spirit of service and evangelization (Gutiérrez Zuiiga
2020; Teixeira 2019).
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Service to the Poor as a Path to Vocation: Saint Vincent emphasized
experiencing Christ in the poor. By involving youth in charity and social
justice work, they discover a deeper sense of purpose and God’s call in
their lives.

Creating Youth-Friendly Faith Communities: Youth ministry must
provide welcoming and engaging communities where young people
encounter Christ through liturgy, dialogue, and mission. These spaces
foster faith, belonging, and discernment.

Integration of Vincentian Spirituality in Youth Programs: By integrating
Vincentian values—humility, simplicity, and charity—into pastoral
programs, youth grow in service-oriented spirituality, leading them to
embrace a lifelong mission of love and justice.

6. Contextual Approach

The contextual approach in Vincentian Studies emphasizes the importance of
interpreting St. Vincent de Paul’s charism within the social, cultural, historical, and
theological realities of different times and places®®. This approach ensures that the
Vincentian mission remains relevant and effective in addressing the challenges of today’s
world while staying rooted in its foundational values®.

a. Reading the Signs of the Times

The contextual approach calls for a deep engagement with contemporary
social issues such as poverty, migration, environmental justice, and
systemic inequality. It involves a critical analysis of societal structures to
discern how the Vincentian mission can best respond to the needs of the
poor.

The contextual approach considers the historical background of a
community, including its struggles, achievements, and aspirations. This
historical awareness helps in crafting responses that are both respectful
and relevant.

b. Interdisciplinary and Inculturated Theology

It recognizes the diverse cultural expressions of Vincentian spirituality,
adapting its methods and language to different local contexts while
maintaining fidelity to the Gospel.

The contextual approach values the diversity of cultures and traditions. It
seeks to integrate local customs, languages, and practices into Vincentian
ministries, ensuring that the message of the Gospel and the Vincentian
charism resonate deeply with the people served.

c. Liberation and Social Transformation

The contextual approach aligns with Catholic Social Teaching and the
preferential option for the poor, seeing theology as a tool for

28 Elduayen, 2000; Rafferty, 2000; Sens, 2000; van Winsen, 1987b.
29 Maloney, 2024.
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empowerment and systemic change. Inspired by St. Vincent’s approach,
it seeks not only charity but justice, advocating for policies that uplift the
dignity of the marginalized.

e This approach involves a careful analysis of the social, economic, and
political realities of a given context. By understanding the root causes of
poverty and injustice, Vincentian initiatives can be more effective and
transformative.

d. Pastoral Engagement and Missionary Dynamism

e Vincentian pastoral ministry, shaped by context, involves listening,
accompanying, and empowering people in their struggles.

e Vincentian work in a contextual approach is done in collaboration with
local communities, respecting their insights and involving them in the
planning and implementation of projects. This participatory method
ensures that initiatives are sustainable and empowering.

e. Inculturation and Internationalization

e The 2016 General Assembly of the Congregation of the Mission in
Chicago emphasized interculturalization and internationalization as key
aspects of Vincentian identity. Interculturalization fosters mutual
enrichment among diverse cultures within the Vincentian family, ensuring
that mission and formation adapt to different contexts while preserving
unity.

o Internationalization promotes global collaboration in evangelization,
pastoral service, and formation, encouraging Vincentians to transcend
national boundaries. These principles challenge Vincentians to embrace
diversity, solidarity, and mobility, strengthening their mission to serve the
poor worldwide with a universal yet locally rooted approach, as Saint
Vincent envisioned in his global missionary spirit.

e [Inculturation and Internationalization within Vincentian Communities:
Welcoming Missionaries from Diverse Cultural Backgrounds. Provinces
in need of support can first apply internationalization by welcoming
confreres from different cultural backgrounds into their local
communities. This fosters mutual learning, respect, and adaptation,
allowing missionaries to immerse themselves in local customs, language,
and traditions while bringing new perspectives and experiences. By living
in fraternity, Vincentians create a shared mission that transcends cultural
differences, ensuring that pastoral work remains both globally enriched
and locally relevant.

o Contextualizing Vincentian Charism through Inculturation. Inculturation
ensures that the Vincentian mission is expressed in ways that resonate with
local communities. Confreres from diverse backgrounds must adapt their
pastoral approaches to the spiritual, social, and economic realities of the
people they serve. This includes integrating indigenous traditions, using
local languages in liturgy and catechesis, and respecting cultural
expressions of faith. Through dialogue and engagement, they harmonize
universal Vincentian values with local contexts, making their service more
effective and meaningful.
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The contextual approach emphasizes understanding and applying the Vincentian
charism in ways that are relevant to specific cultural, social, and historical contexts. It
recognizes that the mission of serving the poor must adapt to the unique realities of each
time and place while remaining faithful to the spirit of St. Vincent de Paul and St. Louise
de Marillac. This approach encourages creativity and flexibility in addressing local
challenges. It draws on the universal principles of the Vincentian charism but applies
them in innovative ways that meet the specific needs of the community. The contextual
approach is a dynamic and inclusive methodology that adapts the timeless principles of
the Vincentian charism to the unique realities of each community, fostering meaningful
and sustainable change.

7. Global and Continental Collaborations of the Vincentian Writers

The collaboration of the Vincentian writers at the continental and global levels
can strengthen the theological, spiritual, and pastoral dimensions of the Vincentian
mission. By uniting writers, researchers, and practitioners, Vincentian literature can
become a more powerful tool for evangelization, social transformation, vocation
promotion, and community development. By fostering collaborative writing, research,
and dialogue, Vincentian writers can create a global network that enhances practical
mission work in the spirit of St. Vincent de Paul.

a. Joint Research and Publications: Vincentian writers from different continents can
co-author research articles on Vincentian spirituality, systemic change, and
pastoral ministry; Collaborative books and anthologies can bring together insights
from various cultural and theological perspectives, enriching Vincentian studies.°

b. International Vincentian Journals: A global Vincentian academic journal could
be developed, allowing for peer-reviewed articles on theology, social justice, and
Vincentian history; Existing Vincentian journals could collaborate by sharing
research findings, theological reflections, and case studies across continents.

c. Global or Regional Vincentian Writers’ Conferences and Forums: Organizing
annual or biennial conferences where Vincentian writers can present papers, share
methodologies, and engage in dialogue; Online webinars and discussion panels
could facilitate exchanges among the Vincentian families worldwide. These
events foster networking and mutual learning among writers within the same
continent.

d. Interdisciplinary and Cross-Cultural Studies: Encouraging Vincentian studies to
intersect with economics, environmental justice, and interreligious dialogue;
Promoting cross-continental studies on how the Vincentian mission is adapted in
different socio-political contexts.

30 Joint research could be very helpful with complex topics. Another example: History of the Vincentians
(seven volumes) were unable to move forward at the beginning. John Rybolt and his assitants rescued the
project. Giuseppe Mezzadri, Jos¢ Maria Roman, and John Rybolt have significantly contributed to
documenting the history of the Congregation of the Mission (CM). Mezzadri provided a comprehensive
historical analysis, emphasizing Vincentian spirituality and mission. Roman authored St. Vincent de Paul:
A Biography, offering an in-depth look at Vincent’s life and the CM's early expansion. Rybolt produced
the multi-volume The Vincentians: A General History of the Congregation of the Mission, meticulously
detailing CM's growth, challenges, and adaptations across centuries. Their works serve as foundational
texts, preserving Vincentian heritage while inspiring ongoing mission work in today’s globalized world.
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c.

f.

8.

Research Projects: Writers can collaborate on research projects that explore the
application of the Vincentian charism in specific continental contexts. Writers can
collaborate on global advocacy campaigns that address issues like poverty,
inequality, migration, education, and climate change and environmental justice.
By amplifying their voices collectively, they can influence policy and raise
awareness on a global scale.

Dissertation Topics: A list of possible dissertation topics might be drawn up and
cirulated among Vincentian Family members who are doing graduate work.

Enhancing the Studia Vincentiana (Vincentiana online)

Vincentian writers can significantly contribute to both the Open Journal System

(0JS) of Studia Vincentiana (https://vincentiana.org/sv) and Vincentiana (Printed) at
both global and continental levels by fostering academic collaboration, expanding
readership and ensuring sustainability of collaboration. Here are some key initiatives:

a.

Global Peer-Review Network: Establish an international Vincentian peer-review
system, engaging writers from different continents to ensure high academic
standards and theological diversity; Encourage cross-continental review panels,
where writers from different Vincentian institutions critique and improve
submitted manuscripts.

Multilingual Publications: Expand Studia Vincentiana by publishing in multiple
languages (e.g., English, French, Spanish, Portuguese, and other languages) to
reach a wider Vincentian audience; Encourage Vincentians to translate significant
articles, making theological reflections accessible worldwide.

Special Issues on Global Vincentian Themes: Feature regional perspectives on
Vincentian themes such as poverty, systemic change, mission, and social justice;
Organize thematic issues based on Vincentian events (e.g., anniversaries, synods,
international Vincentian gatherings).

Intercontinental Collaborative Research: Promote joint research projects that
address Vincentian responses to contemporary global issues; Establish
collaborative writing initiatives where Vincentian writers co-author articles on
theological and pastoral concerns.

Enhanced Digital Accessibility and Open Access: Improve Studia Vincentiana’s
visibility by indexing it in major academic databases; Encourage Vincentian
institutions worldwide to promote and cite articles from Studia Vincentiana in
their curricula and research.

Webinars and Online Forums: Host global webinars and online discussions on
published articles, allowing for greater engagement and critique; Utilize OJS
features to foster interaction between authors, reviewers, and readers worldwide.

Online Presence: Improve our websites, including those for Studia Vincentiana
and Vincentiana.

By actively contributing to Studia Vincentiana (https://vincentiana.org/sv),

Vincentian writers can create a vibrant, interdisciplinary, and globally connected
academic platform that strengthens Vincentian theology, spirituality, promotion of
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culture of vocation to the youth, and mission worldwide. Shared Benefits to the
Vincentian family:

e Building a Global Vincentian Community: By contributing to and engaging
with Studia Vincentiana, writers help build an interconnected community of
Vincentian writers and practitioners.

e Advancing the Mission: The Open Journal platform becomes a tool for
advancing the Vincentian mission, spreading spirituality and charism, and
inspiring action to serve the poor.

e Vincentian writers can play a vital role in enhancing Studia Vincentiana
platform, fostering global and continental collaboration, and advancing the
Vincentian charism.

Conclusion

The study of Vincentian spirituality and mission, grounded in historical,
theological, and pastoral methodologies, is essential for ensuring the continued relevance
and dynamism of the Vincentian charism. As this paper has demonstrated, each
methodological approach plays a vital role in uncovering, interpreting, and applying the
Vincentian heritage in contemporary contexts. The historical method allows us to trace
the development of Vincentian thought and practice, offering insights into the evolution
of the Congregation of the Mission and its foundational vision. The theological method
deepens our understanding of Vincentian spirituality, doctrine, and its implications for
mission, while the pastoral method ensures that these insights are translated into concrete
service to the poor.

In light of the General Assembly of 2022’s call for revitalization and the 400th
anniversary of the Congregation of the Mission, these methodological approaches serve
as valuable tools for reexamining Vincentian identity and mission in today’s world. They
provide a structured framework for responding to contemporary challenges while
remaining faithful to the legacy of St. Vincent de Paul.

Furthermore, the revitalization of Vincentian charism requires active
collaboration among Vincentian writers and researchers worldwide. By fostering
global dialogue, shared research initiatives, and interdisciplinary engagement, these
Studies can contribute more effectively to the Church and society. A strong network
of Vincentian writers such as through Studia Vincentiana (Vincentiana online and
printed) will not only preserve and transmit the charism but also ensure its creative
adaptation to new pastoral and social realities.

Ultimately, the integration of historical, theological, and pastoral methodologies
offers a dynamic approach to Vincentian Studies. Through ongoing research, reflection,
and collaboration, the Vincentian charism can continue to inspire, guide, and transform
lives, remaining a vital force for evangelization and service to the poor in today’s rapidly
changing world.
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